'Deadwells', Urban growth and the threat to public health: an interwar perspective.
The paper reviews the range of threats to public health arising from large-scale housing development in those areas beyond the reach of mains drainage. Citing the limited number of legal precedents available, the paper traces the response made by the City of Norwich, when the purity of its water supplies was found to be threatened in the late 1920s by the cesspools being constructed on the estates near, or just beyond, the city limits. Insights are gained into the administrative and technical devices available to local and central government, as they sought to pioneer improvements in the standards of sanitation and, thereby, the degree to which water supplied could be given protection.